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City of McHenry
Newsletter for McHenry Residents

Comments...from Mayor Low

December 2011

Dear Friends and Neighbors,

Welcome to the online edition of the City of McHenry
Newsletter.  Winter is approaching and the holiday season
is upon us.  As we celebrate the season, I would like to
take this opportunity to review some of the holiday events
recently held in our community and acknowledge the
persons who made them possible.

The 5th Annual Shop with a Cop fundraiser was held
November 17th at the McHenry VFW.  I want to thank
the MC3 business group, McHenry Area Chamber of
Commerce, McHenry County Police Charities, and
everyone who attended the event for their support.  Shop
with a Cop promotes a positive relationship between
children and law enforcement.  Donations collected enable
underprivileged kids to purchase Christmas gifts for their
families.  My appreciation goes out to the McHenry Police
Officers who will spend time away from their families to
take the children Christmas shopping on December 4th.

On Sunday, November 20th, the McHenry Area Jaycees
and the Downtown Business Association hosted the
annual Downtown Christmas Walk and Toys for Tots
Parade.  I want to thank everyone for their part in
organizing the event including the business owners, who
each year, meticulously decorate their storefronts for the
holiday season.  I am grateful to the McHenry County
Harley Owners Group who donated over 500 toys to
the United States Marine Corp Toys for Tots campaign.
Hundreds of motorcycles joined the parade to deliver
the toys!

I would also like to share my appreciation for our city
employees and the members of our community who
volunteer on boards and commissions.  Please be sure
to check the winter activities offered through the
McHenry Parks and Recreation Department.  The
winter/spring brochure is available in the Parks and
Recreation section of this website

As we celebrate this season of hope, please remember
to contribute to your favorite charity, support your local
service clubs, and shop McHenry.  I am very proud to
serve as your Mayor and very proud to call McHenry
my hometown!

CHARACTER COUNTS! ®
Everywhere, all the time!
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MAYOR Susan E. Low
CITY CLERK  Janice C. Jones
TREASURER Steven C. Murgatroyd
ALDERMEN
Ward 1 Victor A. Santi
Ward 2 Andrew A. Glab
Ward 3 Jeffrey A. Schaefer
Ward 4 Geoffrey T. Blake
Ward 5 Richard W. Wimmer
Ward 6 Robert J. Peterson
Ward 7 Geri A. Condon

MUNICIP AL CENTER HOURS
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Monday through Friday

CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS
A schedule of the City Council meetings is posted on
the City website located at www.ci.mchenry.il.us.  All
meetings are typically held on Mondays,  begin at 7:30
p.m. and are held in the Municipal Center Council
Chambers.

CITY PHONE NUMBERS
Municipal Center (815)363-2100
Mayor ’s Office (815)363-2108
Susan E. Low
Clerk’ s Office (815)363-2107
Janice C. Jones
City Administrator ’s Office  (815)363-2108
Administrator Christopher Black
Construction & Neighborhood
     Services Department (815)363-2170
Director Ryan Schwalenberg
Finance Department (815)363-2100
Parks & Recreation Department (815)363-2160
Director Pete Merkel
Public Works Department (815)363-2190
Director Jon Schmitt
Police Department
Chief John Jones
Emergency 9-1-1
Non-Emergency (815)363-2200
Fir e District
Chief Tony Huemann
Emergency  9-1-1
Non-Emergency (815)385-0075
McHenry Rescue Squad                         9-1-1
Weekend & After  Hours
   Contact (815)363-2200

City Website:   www.ci.mchenry.il.us
Information e-mail:  info@ci.mchenry.il.us

CHARACTER  COUNTS! ®
The purpose of  CHARACTER COUNTS! ®
is to fortify the lives of America’s young people
with ethical values called the “Six Pillars of  Char-
acter.”  Each of the Six CHARACTER
COUNTS! ® Pillars is associated with a spe-
cific color.
Trustworthiness: Blue
Respect: Yellow/Gold
Responsibility: Green
Fairness: Orange
Caring: Red
Citizenship: Purple

Employee Anniversaries
Congratulations to:

5 yrs
Doug Mace

Jason McMahon
10 yrs

Jason Ducak
Michael Spohn

20 yrs
Joan Lunsmann

25 yrs
Dale Moll

C H A R A C T E R
COUNTS! ®
in McHenry! Our
pillar for December
is Fairness - Are
you open-minded?
Do you listen to oth-
ers and treat them
with compassion
and equity?
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Landmark Commission

News
The Landmark Commission continues to work with the City to monitor endangered structures and preserve
and catalog historical information. The Commission wishes to thank McHenry citizens who have contributed
old photos or agreed to be interviewed about the “good old days” in McHenry.

The Commission spearheaded the effort to obtain a plaque commemorating the site of the old McHenry
Hospital next to the Riverwalk.

Commission members have worked with the McHenry Garden Club and University of Illinois Extension
Service Master Gardener Program to create a vegetable garden and landscape plantings at the historic Petersen
Farm across McCullom Lake Road from Petersen Park. The Commission hopes local educational groups will
consider visiting the Petersen Farm and Homestead next spring.

Commission members helped out at the Country Meadows Wine and Craft Fair by staffing and providing
historical insight for the Adams History Trailer display which shared McHenry history. The commissioners also
assisted with the annual Christmas Walk in downtown McHenry.

The Landmark Commission meets the first Tuesday
of each month at 7:00 p.m. Call City Hall at
815.363.2170 for meeting location.  The meetings
are open to the public. Please join us!

2012 City Council Meeting Schedule

January February March April
1/4/12 2/6/12 3/5/12 4/2/12
1/16/12 2/20/12 3/19/12 4/16/12
1/30/12 4/23/12

May June July August
5/7/12 6/4/12 7/2/12 8/6/12
5/14/12 6/11/12 7/16/12 8/13/12
5/21/12 6/18/12 7/23/12 8/27/12

September October November December
9/10/12 10/1/12 11/5/12 12/3/12
9/24/12 10/15/12 11/19/12 12/17/12

10/29/12

Garbage  Disposal  Rate:  Per Bag Per Toter Yardwaste
 Sticker

6/1/11-5/30/12 $2.32   $25.00 $2.03
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Things to remember during a snow fall
* Please remember that it is unlawful to shovel or blow snow into City streets. Doing so will cause ice

patches which are hazardous to drivers and damage snowplows.
* Keep the fire hydrant on your property free of snow and ready for use in the event of an emergency.
* Remove empty refuse containers from the curb as soon as possible following garbage pickup.
* Many McHenry residents (including children walking to school) need to be able to safely use the

public sidewalks.  This means that all snow and ice should be removed from the entire constructed
width of the public sidewalk.  Snow removal from public walkways is an important element in providing
safe passage of pedestrians during snow events.

It’ s that time of year again …
when the outdoor temperature drops below freezing.  Each year the freezing and thawing temperatures can
cause watermain breaks. If you should see water coming out of the ground that is not normal for the area, or
feel that something unusual might be happening, please call the following number for assistance:

Monday – Friday Between the hours of 7  a.m. and 3:30 p.m. call 815-363-2186
After hours, holidays and weekends call 815-363-2200.

At times, it may become necessary to shut off water service to residents to repair a watermain break. When
possible, residents are notified prior to having their water turned off. Public Works crews work around the
clock to repair the break and get your water back in service. Areas around a watermain break can freeze
during cold weather. Proceed with caution on roadways and sidewalks.  If icy conditions exist, please call the
phone number listed above.  Excavation is required to repair the watermain break. If you have an excavated
area near your home, do not attempt to repair the site. The City will leave the site in a safe and appropriate
condition and complete any weather-related items when the ground has thawed.  Should a restored area
settle, please call Public Works so the issue can be addressed immediately.

Cold Weather Hints – Frozen Pipes
Don’t let cold weather catch you unprepared.  Every winter many homeowners face the expense and
inconvenience of frozen water pipes.  You can cross that off your list of winter worries by taking a few simple
precautions.
1. Disconnect and drain outdoor hoses.  Detaching the hose allows water to drain from the pipe.  Otherwise

a single hard, overnight freeze can burst either the faucet or the pipe it is connected to.
2. Insulate pipes or faucets in unheated areas.  If you have pipelines in an unheated garage or cold crawl

space under the house, wrap the water pipes before temperatures plummet.  Hardware or building
supply stores have good pipe-wrapping materials available.

3. Seal off access doors, air vents and cracks.  Repair broken basement windows.  Winter winds
whistling through overlooked openings can quickly freeze exposed water pipes.  Be sure not to plug
air vents your furnace or water heater need for good combustion.

4. Find the master shutoff.  It may be near the water heater or the washing machine.  Most likely it is
located where the water line comes into your house from the street.  If a pipe bursts anywhere in the
house – kitchen, bath, basement or crawl space – this valve turns it off.  So find it now and paint it a
bright color or hang a tag on it.  Try your valve to make sure it works, and does what you expect it to
do.  Be sure everyone in the family knows where it is located and its purpose.
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FaFall

FallAre you experiencing a sewer backup?
Call Public Works first

If the blockage is in your line (that portion from the building to the sewer main line), you will be requested to call
a plumber to clear your sanitary service line.  In this instance, all necessary repairs and restoration are the
responsibility of the homeowner.

If you are experiencing a sewer backup contact the Public Works
Department at 815-363-2186 during the hours of  7:00 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. or after 3:30 p.m. call the non-emergency police phone number
at 815-363-2200, prior to contacting a plumber.  Public Works
personnel will be sent to your location to assess the problem.  If the
blockage is in the City’s sewer main line, the City will take corrective
action as quickly as possible.

P
ublic W

orks

Christmas Tree Pickup
The annual Christmas Tree Recycling Program will take place beginning January 3, 2012 and will run through
January 6, 2012.  Residents are asked to place their trees at the curb prior to 7:00 a.m. on January 3rd.  Trees
must be free of decorations, wire and lights and may not be placed in plastic bags.  Wreaths and evergreen
garland will not be accepted.  Trees will be recycled into wood chips.

Alternatively, MDC Environmental will begin picking up trees on January 9, 2012 on your regularly-scheduled
garbage pickup day.

Yard Waste Collection
The last day for curbside collection of yard waste is December 8, 2011.  The last day to bring yard waste to the
Knox Park facility is December 10, 2011.  The Knox Park drop-off site is open between 7:00 a.m. and noon
on Saturdays only.

What If It’ s Too Late?
What if you wake up one day to find the pipes are frozen anyway?  During an extended cold spell it could
occur even if proper precautions are taken.  Do you have the plumber’s telephone number handy?  Do you
have your water supplier’s phone number?  Write it down now before you need it in an emergency.  If you
think you know where the freeze occurred and want to try thawing it yourself, do not under any circumstances
use a torch with an open flame!  The whole house could catch fire.  Also, overheating a single spot can
burst the pipe.  Heating a joint could allow it to leak or come completely apart.  The easiest and safest thawing
method is to use a hair dryer with a low heat setting.  Wave the warm air back and forth along the pipe, not on
one spot.  If you don’t have a hair dryer, you can wrap the frozen section with rags or towels and pour hot
water over them.   Be careful because the pipe may already be broken.  It is not leaking because the water is
frozen.  But when you thaw it out, water could come gushing out.  Be ready to turn off the master shutoff valve
if necessary.  The main thing to remember is to take precautions before winter sets in.
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Police Department News

McHenry County tends to have two common scam artist groups which work in our area. They are called “Self
Proclaimed Criminal Travelers” and “Self Proclaimed Criminal Gypsies”. Both groups will typically knock at
your door, say that they were driving by and noticed your driveway or roof needs work. Typically, one person
will go to the front door and distract the victim. While at the front door they may ask for more money, water,
something inside the residence or encourage the victim to come outside. Once the victim is distracted, co-
offenders will go into the residence and search for valuables or U.S. currency. Frequently this group targets
residents who are elderly or live alone.

”Self Proclaimed Criminal Travelers” are groups of people who scam through paving, roof repairs, siding, etc.
“Self Proclaimed Criminal Travelers” usually drive impeccably clean pickup trucks with out-of-state license
plates. Vehicles may have magnet signs attached with their company information with an out-of-state area code
or 800 telephone number. Victims often describe the suspects as Caucasian or Irish. Victims may enter into
written contracts with the travelers and are typically promised life-time warranties.

”Self Proclaimed Criminal Gypsies” usually offer to provide seal coating, roof repairs and replacement. Criminal
Gypsies use pickup trucks with seal coating equipment in the back. One price is often given at the estimate time,
but when the job is complete you are told that you owe more money because they used more material than
expected. Frequently the service is not professional in appearance and deteriorates over a short period of time or
washes away. “Self Proclaimed Criminal Gypsies” often are described as Romanian, Yugoslavian or Hispanic
and speak  English with a heavy foreign accent.

Some suggestions to help protect yourself:
• Do not have unsolicited work done on your residence.
• Implement the 1-2-3 rule. If someone wants to do work at your residence that was not solicited by you:

1. Wait one day to speak to family members about the plans to have work done;
2. Wait a second day to speak to friends and neighbors about it;
3. Wait a third day to see if they come back to push you to get the work performed.

• During the three-day “waiting” period contact a local reputable company to obtain a price comparison.
• If the deal sounds too good to be true, it probably is.
• Finally, if you have any questions or concerns, contact the Police Department immediately to obtain

further assistance

  Tips to Prevent Scams

CHARACTER COUNTS! ® The pillar for January is Caring - Are
you kind and compassionate? Are you willing to forgive others when
you feel you have been wronged?
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Public Warning Signal Aler t System in Place
The City has implemented a warning signal alert (siren) in our community. The intent of the system is to alert
residents and local businesses when there is an imminent threat of severe weather. The following is an explanation
of how the system works.

Upon authorization from supervisory staff, dispatch personnel activate the City’s public warning signal alert
which includes eleven sirens strategically placed around town. Upon hearing the alert citizens should seek
shelter inside a building.  All major Chicago television stations will provide weather updates as they occur.
McHenry County radio station 105.5 FM or the internet also provide valuable information. It is recommended
people have battery operated radios and flashlights on-hand in the case of a power outage.

What to Do After  Hearing the Aler t
¨ Go to a pre-determined place in the home where family members can gather if a tornado is coming.
¨ The selected area should be on the lowest floor (preferably a basement) on the interior part of the

structure - Avoid areas adjacent to windows. This could be a center hallway, bathroom or closet.
¨ For additional protection lie under something sturdy such as a heavy table or workbench.
¨ If possible, cover your body with a blanket, sleeping bag or mattress - be sure to protect your

head.
¨ Avoid taking shelter where there are heavy objects, such as pianos or refrigerators, on the floor area

directly above you.

Federal Emergency Management Agency and the Center for Disease Control have excellent websites with
instructions for tornado preparedness. Go to www.fema.gov/hazard/tornado or www.emergency.cdc.gov/
disasters/tornadoes for additional information.

Finally,  the City’s alert system does NOT provide an “all clear” siren as such a signal could create confusion.

WINTER IS UPON US

Are You Prepared for Winter?
As we enter into this winter season remember to drive cautiously and prepare for snow and ice on the roadway.
Winter travel can be hazardous due to snow, sleet and ice as well as poor visibility and sub-zero temperatures.

Prepare Your Vehicle for Winter Weather
During the winter your vehicle should be in excellent condition.  Make sure it is serviced regularly by a professional.
Be sure to check the wipers, tires, lights and fluid levels (radiator, windshield washer, power steering, oil and
brakes). Make sure the brakes and transmission are working properly. Your vehicle should be equipped with
winter emergency supplies:  The following items are recommended:

·  Ice scraper and snow brush.
·  Jumper cables, basic tool kit and no-freeze windshield washer fluid.
·  Blankets and extra clothing including hats, socks, waterproof boots, coats and gloves.
·  Non-perishable high-calorie food.
·  Flashlight with extra batteries, flares or roadway reflectors.
·  A basic first-aid kit and a fire extinguisher.
·  A cellular telephone with a backup power source is the most important item  to have available.
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Police Department Implements Leads Online
Leads Online is the nation’s largest online investigative tool. It helps police instantly track and recover stolen
property. In an effort to further reduce crime in McHenry, the Police Department is now using Leads Online to
search for suspects and stolen property in secondhand stores, scrap metal dealers, pawnshops, cash-for-gold
businesses and internet (eBay) drop-off stores, locally and nationwide. The system provides criminal investigators
the ability to instantly solve crimes and return goods to rightful owners. Property can be searched using serial
numbers, suspect name, item descriptions or other information. Most searches are completed within seconds.
Often, these property crimes are associated with other larger crimes.

With Leads Online information is automatically collected from businesses each day. Many area businesses that
accept merchandise from the public for pawning or resale throughout the area are now reporting electronically
using Leads Online. More than 1,800 law enforcement agencies and businesses across the country use the
system to benefit countless victims of crime. This tool assists McHenry officers in returning stolen items to the
citizens of McHenry and will prove invaluable in identifying offenders and bring them to justice.

Pre-Trip Planning
During a winter storm the very first question you must ask yourself should be: “Do I need to be on the road?”

If you decide the trip cannot be avoided, check weather conditions along your travel route. This will give you an
idea of what to expect. You should prepare accordingly. Monitor weather forecasts on television, local radio
stations (Star 105.5) or call the Police Department.

Vehicle Operation
Winter driving is often difficult due to blowing snow, icy slick spots and fewer daylight hours. When you are on
the road:

·  Buckle your seat belts! (It’s the law!)

·  Be prepared to turn back or seek refuge if conditions become threatening.

·  Drive with your headlights ON!

·  If fog is too dense, pull off the roadway and stop. Do not drive less than ten miles per hour.

·  In snow or sleet conditions do not overdrive your headlights - stay within the limits of your vision.

·  Keep your windows clear of snow and ice. Do not start driving until your windshield is defrosted.

·  Drive slowly and increase your following distance. Your speed should be adjusted for conditions and flow
   of traffic.

·  Roadway conditions may vary depending on sun, shade or roadway surface. Watch for slick spots
   especially under bridges, on overpasses and in shaded areas.

·  Be prepared to react to sudden condition changes.

·  If the pavement is snow or ice-covered, start slowly and brake gently. Begin braking early when you
   come to an intersection.

·  If you start to slide ease off the gas pedal or brakes. Steer into the direction of the skid untilyou feel you
   have regained traction, then straighten your vehicle.

If you have a crash or stalled vehicle -
- Call 911 or the police department to report the vehicle is a potential hazard.
- Attempt to move your vehicle to a safe place out of traffic flow.
- Turn on all exterior lights including hazard lights.
- Remain in your vehicle until assistance arrives.
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Construction & Neighborhood Services Department News

Make sure CHARACTER COUNTS!®
 in your neighborhood

Holiday Lighting
Be sure indoor and outdoor decorative lights bear the label of an independent testing
laboratory.  Replace light sets that have become weathered, cracked, frayed or have loose
connections.  Do not overload outlets or run extension cords under carpets, across sidewalks
or driveways or leave lighting displayed for more than 90 days.  Be sure to unplug or turn
off all decorative lighting prior to leaving the house or going to bed.

Candles
Many people enjoy the ambiance created by burning candles especially during the holiday
season.  Always place candles in non-tip holders and keep them away from curtains,
windows, exits, flammable decorations and out of reach of children.  Be sure to extinguish
them prior to leaving the room.

Wood Burning Fireplaces
Here are some safety tips to help you enjoy your fireplace this winter.  Make sure you have
a screen large enough to catch flying sparks, embers or rolling logs.  Have the chimney
cleaned and inspected by a qualified person annually and, if necessary, repaired.  Never
place ashes in the garbage -store them in tightly sealed metal containers outside your home
until they can be properly disposed of.  Only burn approved materials such as seasoned
firewood or commercially-manufactured logs.  Never burn trash, paper or flammable
liquids.Do not leave a fire unattended.

Holiday Shopping
As you shop during the holiday season remember to patronize McHenry shops and
businesses.  You will be supporting local owners employing many of your friends and
neighbors and keep your tax dollars in the City of McHenry.  In the state of Illinois,
municipalities receive one percent of sales tax dollars collected by all businesses in the city.
These dollars are a big part of McHenry’s operating budget and are used to pay for
services the City provides residents.  Thank you for your support.

MDC Environmental holiday schedule will be
observed and collections will occur one day late

the week of December 26th
and the week of January 2nd
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New Additions to Open in Near Future
         Building construction is underway for the following businesses:

· McDonald’s, 302 S Route 31
· Hobby Lobby, 2000 N Richmond Road
· Jo-Ann Fabrics and Crafts, 3310 Shoppers Drive
· Ross Dress For Less, 3328 Shoppers Drive
• Chase Bank, 4302 W Elm Street
  In the near future watch for:
¨ O’Reilly Auto Parts, 4611 W Elm Street
¨ Panda Express, 2476 N Richmond Road
¨ Sakura Sushi & Asian Cuisine, 2302 N Richmond Road
¨ McDonald’s, 1904 N Richmond Road
We welcome all of these businesses and hope they will be successful in our community!

Getting Ready for Winter
It is important to prepare our homes for the cold winter months.  Here are a few ideas to
consider:

· Verify seals around doors and windows are airtight.  This will help to reduce heating
costs.

· Watch for condensation around windows or on exterior walls.  This may be a sign of
cold air leakage or inadequate insulation.

· Allow proper air circulation adjacent to exterior walls to help reduce the likelihood of
mold and mildew growth.

· Be sure to use the exhaust fan in your bathroom when taking a bath or shower.
· Do not vent your clothes dryer into your home or garage.
· Have your furnace checked by a qualified professional to make sure it is in proper

working order.
· Have an emergency kit available.  For a list of suggested items to include in your kit visit

www.ready.gov.

CHARACTER COUNTS!®  The pillar for February is Citizenship - Do your
part in helping to make our community a better place to live. Be informed
and exercise your right to vote!

�

McDonald’s Rte 31/Park Place

�

Chase Bank Elm Street
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Does CHARACTER COUNT!® in your work place?

Shall the City of McHenry Aggregate the
Purchase of Electricity?

Municipal power aggregation is a process which allows governmental units to aggregate the purchase of
electricity, through a competitive bidding process, seeking a reduced rate for residential and small commercial
retail users.  On November 7, 2011, the City Council authorized a referendum for inclusion on the March
20, 2012 General Primary Election Ballot to determine if a majority of City voters are in favor of pursuing
electricity aggregation for residential and small business customers.

Passage of the referendum, however, only permits the City to:
n formulate an operations and governance plan to aggregate electricity;
n educate residents and small commercial businesses regarding the process;
n hold two public hearings seeking input from the community regarding this issue.

The City Council has to approve the operations and governance plan and authorize the City’s participation
in a competitive bidding process.  Even if the City pursues electricity aggregation for residential and small
business customers, the law, Power Agency Act, does not require the City to accept any of the bids.
Further, customers will have ample opportunity to opt-out or choose not to participate if an aggregation
program is being established.

Here is the referendum question as it will appear on the March 20, 2012 Primary Election Ballot:

PROPOSITION ON WHETHER THE CITY OF MCHENRY SHALL HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO
ARRANGE FOR THE SUPPLY OF ELECTRICITY FOR ITS RESIDENTIAL AND SMALL
COMMERCIAL RETAIL  CUSTOMERS WHO HAVE NOT OPTED-OUT OF SUCH PROGRAM

(INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS:  Mark a cross (X) in the space opposite the word indicating the
way you desire to vote).

    YES

    NO

SHALL THE CITY OF MCHENRY, ILLINOIS, HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO
ARRANGE FOR THE SUPPLY OF ELECTRICITY FOR ITS RESIDENTIAL AND
SMALL COMMERCIAL RETAIL  CUSTOMERS WHO HAVE NOT OPTED-OUT
OF SUCH PROGRAM?

If there are any questions, concerns or feedback about municipal electricity aggregation, please do not
hesitate to contact Deputy City Administrator Doug Martin at (815) 363-2170.

Referendum Question
March 20, 2012 Ballot

Be Sure to Vote
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Resident Feedback

Please use this section to provide your comments, suggestions, questions, problems, or compli-

ments. If you have something on your mind..... let us know! Just jot it down and send it to us.

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
Please mail to:
Office of the City Administrator , City of McHenry, 333 South Green Str eet, McHenry Illinois 60050,
e-mail address: info@ci.mchenry.il.us or place in City drop box located in Municipal Center park-
ing lot.
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Please note the
McHenry Municipal Center

will be closed:
Friday, December 23, 2011

Monday, December 26, 2011
Monday, January 2, 2012
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Check out the Winter/Spring 2012 Brochure online at www.ci.mchenry.il.us for more
details.

Breakfast/Lunch with Santa – Santa’s sleigh is scheduled to pass through McHenry, and he’s stopping
to see the kids! In between Santa’s visit, children will make a simple ornament, sing songs, listen to a story
and eat a light breakfast or lunch. Breakfast or lunch for adults and children will include donuts, muffins,
fruit, cheese/crackers, granola bars, juice, milk and coffee. Children must be accompanied by an adult.
Pre–registration is required. Event is open to children ages 1 – 5 and will be held on Tuesday, December
20 from 9:30 am – 11:00 am (breakfast) or 12:00 pm – 1:30 pm (lunch) in the Municipal Center Council
Chambers. Fee: $10/child – children under 1 free.

Chicago Blackhawks Game – Come join the Hawks on their quest for the cup! Enjoy every bone-crushing
check and all the fast skating action at the United Center as they take on the St. Louis Blues. Fee includes
ticket and transportation. Bring extra money for souvenirs or snacks. Seats are located in the 300 level.
Game time is 2:00 pm. Trip is open to all ages and will be held on Sunday, February 19 leaving from the
Municipal Center at 11:30 am and returning at approximately 5:30 pm. Fee: $65/person.

Chicago Bulls Game – Cheer on the Chicago Bulls as they take it to the next level against the Detroit
Pistons at the United Center. Fee includes ticket and transportation. Bring extra money for souvenirs or
snacks. Seats are located in section 324. Game time is 7:00 pm. Trip is open to all ages and will be held on
Saturday, March 3 leaving from the Municipal Center at 4:30 pm and returning at approximately 11:00 pm.
Fee: $70/person.

Free Week of Fitness – To encourage you to get a head start on your fitness program, the McHenry Parks
and Recreation Department is offering free fitness classes from Monday, January 9 through Saturday,
January 14. Try sampling various fitness classes before registering for a 10-week session. Choose from
Cardio, Sculpting, Strengthening, Pilates, Kick Box, Aqua Aerobics, Forever Young or Lunch Hour Express!
Come and join the fun and be fit for life! Smile the next time you get on the scale!

Adult Volleyball League – Bump, spike, score! Gather some friends and form a team! League will be double
round robin format. Awards will be given to the top two teams in the league. An additional and separate
$15 forfeit fee must be paid at registration. Roster forms will be available at the Parks and Recreation office
or online at www.ci.mchenry.il.us. League is open to anyone 18 and older and will be held Thursdays,
January 26 – April 12 from 7:00 pm – 10:00 pm (game times 7:00, 8:00 and 9:00 pm) at McHenry High School
East Campus Main Gym. Fee: $330/team (plus $15 forfeit fee).

Men’s Basketball League – Shoot some hoops with the guys! A minimum of four players and a maximum
of six players make a team. First and second place teams receive T–shirts for league play. The number of
games will be based on the number of teams registered. Game times will vary each week. A completed
roster is required to register. An additional and separate $15 forfeit fee must be paid at registration. Roster
forms will be available at the Parks and Recreation office or online at www.ci.mchenry.il.us. League is open
to anyone 18 and older and will be held on Tuesdays, January 24 – April 3 from 7:30 pm – 9:30 pm at
McHenry Middle School. Fee: $190/team (plus $15 forfeit fee).
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For your convenience!
Parks and Recreation Program Online
Registration is now available at https://
webtrac.ci.mchenry.il.us! For current parks and
recreation users, receive your temporary username
and password by email or by calling the office at
815–363–2160. For new parks and recreation
program users, set up a new account in person, by
mail or by fax using an enrollment form which can
be found at www.ci.mchenry.il.us. Be sure to
provide your email address. Once your account has
been established you will receive your username
and password by email.

Automatic Debit, Payment by Credit and Debit Cards, and Online
Payment of Water Sewer Billing Now Available

The City has developed several ways to assist you in “easy payment”
of your utility bills.  If you would like more information on automatic
debit, you may call the Finance Department at 815-363-2100. We
will be happy to assist you.

Remember -
CHARACTER COUNTS! ®
everywhere - all the time!


